


































































































When asked to give their opinion regarding the
possibility that Kosovar fighters in Syria and
Iraqg may return to Kosovo, 356 out of the 608
people surveyed (58% of the sample) chose to
comment on this open-ended question. The
themes are as follows: Grouped generally, 226 of
the 356 (63%) commented that they would feel
either at risk, threatened, in danger, scared,
unsafe, fearful, worried, scared and
disappointed, shocked, very bad, sad or
vulnerable at the potential of returned fighters
in their neighbourhood. Safety for themselves
and particularly for their families and children is
the primary concern. The emotions and reactions
listed here apply across Kosovo. Comments
include:

A Wwould not socialise with them.o

fAt risk, but until he or she is released by the
state | am okay.0

A would kill that person.o

A Would be rough with them, | dons want them
in our neighbourhood.o

A am scared of them because they could cause
problems in our neighbourhood.o
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Sixteenout of 356 (4.5%) of respondentssaid
they would give returned fightersin their
neighbourhoodasecondchance, aswellashelp
themtore-socialiseandre-integrate into
society. Although thisisasmall number, it is still
anencouragingone. Alll6respondentspointed
tothe needfor resodalisation and rehabilitation
toensurereturned fightersbecomepart of the
community andrestart their lives. Responderts
alsoshowedinterestinunderstanding the
reasonstheyhadradicalisedandchosentofight
abroadinthefirst place, aswellasshowed
willingnessto impact them positively by using a
directdialogue approach. Additionally, anumber
of respondentsinthisgroup highlightedthe
important role that needsto be played by the
institutions inthe form of immediate
rehabilitation programmesuponreturn. Thirty-
sevenout of 356 ofrespondents(10.3%)
expressedneutrality towardsanyreturn of
fighterstotheir communities.
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Beliefsthat radicali sation isdriven by economic
incenti vescontinue to persist in Kosovo, with
43.8% of respondents believing sod more than
any other choice. However, this is in contrast
with police records of 112 returned known
foreign fighters (mostly self-declared after
arrest) where 64% are in average or above-
average economic circumstance, and only 36% in
poor circumstances as reported in Adrian

Shtuni sdatest work on the iDynamics of
Radicalisation and Violent Extremism in
Kosovo.0 These contrasting views between the
pub | s perdeption and what is reported by
returned FTFs further highlight the need for
bespoke and holistic policies and programmes of
information, awareness-raising and prevention
tailored to different strata of Kosovar society.
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Inanin-depth inter view with aformer

radicali sed individual, the view of economic
incenti ves and one&financial situation was
refuted asareason for radicali sation in Kosovo.
The youth in question cited the dissemination of
wrong and/or untruthful facts alongside the
incorrect interpretation of religious texts
(particularly the Hadith) by radicalised Imams to
people who have not previously read them as
key reasons.

Only athird of respondent sselected

oexpre s ing] adesire to fight in foreign warso
as a sign of radicali sation , therefore most
respondents did not believe that radicalisation
was solely related to the issue of foreign
fighters.
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42.9%list social isolation asan indicator of
radicali sation and becoming radicali sed, with

44.4% listing aggression and a further 44.4%

engaging with extremist content on social media.

59.7%of Kosovar slook to outward signsin
changesof appearance asindicator sof
radicali sation . This raises questions of whether
community members may over-report
incidences of radicalisation in their community,
such as via a hotline or to the police.

Women were consistentl ymore likel yto report
that radicali sation isoccurring in their
communitie s. This finding calls for further
analysis on why this is the case, such as whether
women have differing definitions of what
clasdfies as radical or whether women face
increased exposure to radicalised individuals.

34.7%of respondent sreported witne ssing
educational leader sliking and sharing
extremi st pagesor media on social media .
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Lack ofstimulating extra -curricular activitie s
coupled with the lack ofemplo yment and other
opportunitie sfor Kosovar youth i aplace with the
youngest population in Europe i is a key issue
intimately linked with driving

radicalisation in particular, and one that needs to
be seriously addressed in general.

The overall result sfrom the quantitati ve and
gualitati ve research of thi sstudy on why
Kosovar sperceive their fellow national s
become radicali sed are congruent with tho se of
the literature review; thereisno one single

profile and no one set of circumstances or
reasons leading to radicalisation.

There isaneed for public education about

path waysto radicali sation asthe se are diverse
and continue to be poorl y under stood in
Kosovo. The variety of responsesreceived on
this subject illustrates the difficulty in confining
the discussion on the pathways to radicalisation
to only a number of options.
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28.9%and 30.2%of the sample above reported
witne ssing educational leader squestioning
other gfaith, becoming more argumentative or
aggressivein their view-point sre specti vely.

12%of re spondent s have been exposed to
radical propaganda and material intolerant to
religiou speace or freedom in educational
institution s. Thisfigure increasesto 16.74% in

the 18-25 age bracket, and is highest among
those with university-level education.

Respondent sin hot spot municipalitie swere
more likel yto report thiscoming from staff
(19%to 11.5%), student group sand clubs
(28.6%to 23.1%) and educational material s
(19%to 9.6%) than tho se from other
municipalitie s.

Almo st half of Kosovar ssurveyed belie ve that
the media hasarole to playin radicali sation .

48.9%cumulati vely, compared to 23.7% who
said no.
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44.7%of re spondent s (from apool of 219 who
choseto addre ssthe question ) identi fied online
media asakey contributor to radicali sation
particularly through radical or extremist video
content, including freely available lectures from
radical |mams.

92.6%(cumulati vely) of Kosovar ssurveyed
believe the internet playsaclear role in self-
radicali sation . Facebook, YouTube, and religious

chat rooms or forums are seen as the most used
platforms in self-radicalisation. Interestingly,
Instagram and Twitter T two platforms used by
| SISrecruitersi were not labelled as such.

Numerou sstatement sbysurveyrespondent s
and focusgroup participant sdo warn that a
person®new-found conservatism can also be
mistaken for radicalism.
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62.7%o0f Kosovar s surveyed believe that
radicali sation isoccurring in their local
communitie s. Nearly one in four respondents
claim to know someone personally who is or has
been radicalised.

24.7%of Kosovar s surveyed (and 34.2%of

tho se who answered yesto there being
radicalisation in their comm unities) personally
know someone who isaradicali sed individual in
their comm unity.

Result ssupport previousfinding sregarding the
idea and location sof geographical hotspotsin
Kosovo. However, the differences between the
hotspot municipalities (Kacanik/Kal anik,
Mitrovicé/Mitrovica, Vushtrri/Vul itrn,
Gjilan/Gnjilane, Hani i Elezit/Elez Han,
Skénderaj/Srbica, and Ferizaj/ Urogevac) and
other municipalities were not to the extent to
justify focusing solely on hotspot municipalities.
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47.4%o0f tho se who believe there were
specific site sof radicali sation of radicali sation
indicated the seto be mo sques, and 34.4%

indicated madrassas

Respondent sfrom the Ferizaj /Uro gevacregion
consistentl yreport higher rate sof
radicali sation andhot spots.

57.1%o0f tho se who answered yesto believing
there are specific site sof radicali sation in
Ferizaj /Uro gevacpointed to after -school
activitie s.

31.9%o0f re spondent swho believe

radicali sation ishappening in educational
institution splaced madra ssasasatop concern
for radicali sation follo wed by after -school
activitie s.

Radicalisation islikely occurring in Kosovo&
educational institutions.
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Repoting and Preveriing

60.2%o0f respondent swould seemingl y opt to
talk to anindividual suspected of becoming

radicali sed personally. 42.3% would talk to a

friend or family member, 38% would talk to an

influential member of the community, and 34%
to the police.

Respondent sin hot spot municipalitie swere
more likel y than re spondent sin other
municipalitie sto talk to the police (41.3%to
31.8%).

Muslim sdemon strate greater willingne ssto
engage with at-ri sk individual s, when compared
to non-Muslim s. Thisis akey insight,
demonstrating that Muslims express a greater
confidence to get involved with the issue of
radicalisation. However, Muslim respondents
were far less likely to talk to law enforcement.
Greater trust might be neededto ensure
thatKosovarMuslims would be more willing to
reachout tothe Kosovad security services.

The vast majorit y of respondent ssee the family
asthe mo st important social structure to help
in the prevention ofradicali sation .

67.4%o0f re spondent s said they would be
willing to use ananonymou shotline to report
instance sof radicali sation . Kosovar ssurveyed
also seem to prefer to call religiou sleader sover
public institution actors.



Commission additional research onidentified
Kosovo-spedficgapsintheliterature. This
includespathwaysto radicalisationi suchasin
educational institutionsi the gendered
dynamicsof recruitment in Kosovo, and on
Kosovargroupsthat do not claim adherenceto
|slam, but arerather motivated on nationalistic
orethniclines.

Educate the public about the issue of
radicalisation and ensure they know the that a
CVEstrategy exists. This should include what
the term means, how radicalisation is occurring
in Kosovo, what the Kosovois doing to counter
it, and how women may or may not be
radicalised in unique ways.

Leverage the importance of family in Kosovar
society as a tool for prevention. Family
consultations fashioned after Germany SHAYAT
counselling programme could be one example to
consider, study further, and adapt to Koso v ® 0
context.
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Egablishananonymoushotlinewherecitizens
canreport suspeded casesof radicalisationin
their familiesor communities. However, before
doing so, educate the publicon howthey can
distinguishbetweenwhat constitutescommon
dangeroustraits of violent extremismand how it
differsthannonviolent religiousconservatism.

Develop effective alternative messagng and
public campaigns to provide alternatives to
those disseminated by violent extremist groups.
In addition, actively seek to remove radical
propaganda in the Albanian language and
diminish its reach.

Empower local actorsto develop waysto
prevent and counter theradicalisation of
community members. A growing consensus
arguesthat locally led efforts are the most
effective, being more sensitiveto the context
and perceptivetothe problem.
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Avoid focusing exclusively on hotspots of
radicalisation. Although resources may be
limited, these findings caution against focusing
overwhelmingly on those locations identified as
hotspots. While higher reporting was noted in
specific areas, the problem of radicalisation was
observed across all areasd often closely behind
particular hotspots. Like the survey 5geographic
reach, CVEinitiatives should seek to cover all
Kosovo.

Find ways to leverage the perspectives and
abilities of Kosovarwomen to understand and
prevent radicalisation. Although often
overlooked, women may provide key roles in this
important issue, including the crucial issue of
prevention. Include more gender-sensitivity in
CVEprogramming to be aware of the ways men
and women are radicalised through gendered
mechanisms and narratives and work to provide
healthy alternatives.

WWW.KS.UNDP.ORG

Delve deeper into what role school break times
and after-school activities may play in driving
radicalisation. These activities were highlighted
by a significant number of respondents,
particularly those in the region of

Ferizaj/ Urogevac, where a majority cited them
as hotspots. This was also a significant finding on
the municipal level, with hotspot municipalities
also identifying them as an issue.

Emphasise critical thinking and the critical
consumption of information in the educational
system. These skills are crucial to build resilience
to misleading information, such as propaganda
disseminated by violent extremist groups. This
requires student to be taught how to interpret
information logically in order to arrive at an
informed conclusion. Such skills are already an
integral part of literature, writing, mathematics,
and debate curricula.

Develop empowering extra-curricular activities
aswell asother opportunitiesfor Kosovaryouth
ingeneral andyouth in high-riskareasin
particular.
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A lack of active, engagingprogrammingfor youth
is likely contributingto their radicalisaton.
Programmes and Kosovo strategies that address
the pronouncedlack of cultural, sporting ard
scientific activities to keep youth interested ard
overallopportunitiesto keep themoccupied
hawe been identified ascrucial and urgently
neededaspat of prevention.

The Ministy of Education, Science ard
Technology(MASHT) ard other key actors
should playanincreasdrole in the exeaution of
the national strategy on counteringviolent
extremism. Internationalactors should take
responsibilityin aiding its implementation.

Allocate MASHT and other ministriesonthe
frontline of exeautingthe national CVEstrategy
abudget for deliveringtheir action plans
regadingradicalisaton and prevention ard
facilitate oknow-how trainingo At present,
MASHT hasresponsibilityfor delivering 48%of
the action, but no budget and technical know-
how to implement it.

WWW.KS.UNDP.ORG

Designde-radicalisaton and reintegration
programmes that secure the buy-in and enlist
the support of Kosovo £communities. If
comnunities are sceptical and distrustful of
returnedfighters or otherstargetedfor
deradicalisaton programming such individuals
may be marginalied by the community or even
violently targeted by others.

Enlistpublic support in identifyingand
respondingto threatsof radicalisaton requires
obtainingthe buy-in of community menbers and
institutions. W hilstopennessto there-
integration of returned fighters ard their
families alongsde the willingressto re-socialise
themin their communitiesis positive, alax
appoach towards othersobeliefs (as
demaonstrated by some survey respondents) may
prove to be anisste for enlistingcommunity
assistaoe in these efforts.
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Ongoing andPlannedActivities

1. Community engagement approach in Gjilan;
2. Rolloutreferralmechanisminadditionalmunicipalities;
3. Support to Ministry of Education:
a. Advisor together with USAID,
b. Teacher handbooktogether with EuropeanFoundation for Democracy;
c. Antibullyingtraining forteachers;
4. Training of front line workers: Teachers, Socialworkersand Health workers
5. Training and support to community policing approach
6. Family education ( early signs)and consultation ( Reintegration phase);
7. Monitoring and evaluation at community level;
8. Support tolegalframework development of protection of criticalinfrastructure;

9. Support to development of a communication including crisis communication plan.









